
Friday Catchall: Save the Dells a seat; is it ‘permanent’ 
or ‘voting’? 

 
Several hundred Save the Dells supporters gather outside Prescott City Hall to show their support 

against the planned Arizona Eco Development and annexation of some of the Granite Dells area 

Tuesday, March 26 in Prescott. (Les Stukenberg/Courier) 
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The Friday Catchall: 

• SAVE THE DELLS – The Prescott City Council on Tuesday, March 26, 

unanimously turned down the Save the Dells position that 500 acres of land in 

the Granite Dells be set aside as a regional park. 

The reasoning, in part, by the city: it would tie hands – in negotiations with 

Arizona Eco Development’s request for annexation and a subdivision there. 

AED is at 255 acres of open space, Save the Dells wants 500. 

Calling the Save the Dells resolution “well-intentioned,” Mayor Greg 

Mengarelli said during the meeting that approval by the council would amount 

to “essentially drawing a line in the sand before the applicant gets to the 

starting point.” 
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I get it. Though the 5,000 people who signed the Save the Dells petition might 

not agree. 

It’s actually simple: the effort keeps Save the Dells’ request at the forefront. 

They want a seat at the table. At a minimum, they are the 900-pound gorilla in 

the room. 

Former chair of the organization, Joe Trudeau, sees it the right way. “I don’t 

see this as a loss for us,” he told supporters afterward. 
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The council members “voiced a lot of sentiment that we can all feel good 

about. They all showed their interest and commitment in working towards our 

500-acre goal,” he said. 

Save the Dells certainly got its point across; more than 1,000 people showed 

up for the meeting. 

This is a crossroads for open space/protection of the land and development of 

private property or annexation. As the city awaits the developer’s entire 

annexation application, a months-long review and public-meeting process is 

still to come. 

This is not going away any time soon. 

 


